
A Guide to Deep Reading 
 

Instructions:  
For each of the levels below, you will need to complete a task that demonstrates your deep reading skill.  

On MONDAY, JANUARY 22, you will need to turn in the following items.   

 
Check! Task Task Description 

 The Rubric The rubric should be the front page of your printed packet. 

 Annotated 

Journal 

Your deeply annotated academic journal.  Print out a hard copy (pdf file okay if 

that's how you roll), but generally these types of annotations are easier by hand.  

They may be more effective as well.
1
 This will be used to review your annotations 

and other relevant details below. 

 Lexicon List Printed list of 5-10 defined words or concepts that are key to your subject, pulled 

from your sources. 

 Reading Notes 

OR  

Thematic Key 

A thematic key to your annotations that will let me see your understanding of 

themes and evidence, OR a printed copy of your reading notes (see below for 

details) 

 Intertextuality 

Paragraphs 

3 printed well-developed paragraphs on intertextuality (see below for more 

details) 

 Bibliography A printed bibliography (MLA style) of 5 journals or books you have actively read. 

 

Some basic assumptions about this exercise: 
1. It should be done with everything you read in respect to Senior Project, and probably all else in 

your life. 

2. All students need to demonstrate the ability to do this at all levels, deeply and successfully, with 

one complex and difficult academic journal that is foundational to their research.  If you achieve 

3s and 4s on the rubric, there is no need to redo. 

3. It is difficult.  If it were easy, we would not be doing it.   

4. It is not busy work – it works. Mind-blowing ideas are lurking within these academic journals 

and scholarly articles. The key to unlocking these ideas lies in your ability to read, understand, 

and negotiate the meaning of these texts. 

Level I: Close and Aggressive Annotation: 
Skill:  You need to demonstrate the ability to recognize and analyze the 

key points of a text with annotations. 

 

Helpful Hints:  Annotations include: Underlining, highlighting, arrows, 

question marks, comments, reactions, and interacting with the author 

(agree, disagree, why, connections).  See “Annotation Station” handout 

if you’re still confused. 

 

Task:  Deeply annotate one academic journal article that is key to 

understanding your research topic.   

                                                 
1
http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/ 

http://www.scientificamerican.com/article/a-learning-secret-don-t-take-notes-with-a-laptop/


 
Level II: Expanding your Lexicon (a lexicon is a group of 

words surrounding, and sometimes unique to, your branch of 

knowledge) 

 

Skill:  When we read academic journals, all readers come 

across new words and concepts.  Students must demonstrate the 

ability to pull out new vocab, interpret and research them, and 

USE them in their work.  Your job is to develop a lexicon 

around the words you'll need to express complex ideas in your 

work.  

  

Task: 

1. Create a list of vocabulary words and concepts that are either unique to your topic or that you 

didn't know before.  These should be words that are central to your topic, not just random words 

chosen to fulfill the assignment. 

2. Write them down, along with a definition or description of their meaning, and pledge to use 

them in your own work.   

3. These words and concepts should be directly related to your topic and/or research question. 

4. If necessary, these words/concepts do not all need to come from one text. 

5. Your vocabulary/concept lists should include between 5 and 10 words or concepts, and should 

be submitted with your work.   

6. Commit to using these words and concepts when you begin writing! 

Level III:  Thematic Ideas, Supporting Ideas, and Evidence 
Skill 1:  Students need to demonstrate the ability to identify the author's 

thematic statements in the article. 

 

Skill 2:  Additionally, students need to identify individual arguments that 

support the thesis. 
 

Skill 3:  Where is the evidence?  Students need to identify key pieces of 

evidence that support the thesis/arguments. 

 

1. Task Option 1: Create a key in your annotations that clearly shows 

thematic statements, sub-arguments, and evidence.  If you choose 

option one I will assess this portion using your annotated text.   

 

2. Task Option 2:  Submit your reading notes along with the text.  Your reading notes should 

contain direct references and quotes (with page numbers) that show thematic statements, sub-

arguments, and evidence.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

Your research may require working with 

a unique language or vocabulary 

 

 

Evidence of droids 



Level IV: Intertextuality 
Skill:  Intertextuality is the ability to make connections between texts, and between a text and your 

own reasoning, knowledge, and experience.   Deep readers... 

 

1. Relate different kinds of arguments to one another 

2. “negotiate meaning” with the author using what they know and learn as context. 

3. compare, predict, and evaluate multiple sources together 

4. make personal connections with information, 

5. use a variety of authors and arguments to 'create' their own meaning 

 

Task:  Focus on the following five questions as you read and annotate your academic journal.  You 

must pick 3 of the questions below, and write a well-developed paragraph (including text-based 

evidence) for each.  Submit these paragraphs as a part of your Deep Reading Packet.   

 

*** Note: in order to begin this section, you must have read several (3-5) texts directly related to your 

topic/research question.   

 

1. How does this journal relate to other texts, books, 

and journals that I have read? 

 

2. What other authors have ideas that can help you 

build off of the ideas in this text?   

 

3. What other author(s) have similar ideas?  Be specific 

– cite or quote authors from other texts. 

 

4. Do other author have ideas that somewhat contradict, 

or shed new light on these ideas? 

 

5. In what ways can you connect ideas presented in the 

text to your life?   

 

6. What specific quotes do you connect to, or are able to connect to other argument?  Why? 

Source Requirements 
1. Sources must be ACADEMIC SOURCES.  Here’s a quick guide to what that means… 

 

Academic Sources Non-Academic Sources 

1. Academic Journal Articles 

2. Books published by an expert (Ph.D) in their 

field 

3. Lecture by an expert or college professor 

4. Conference presentations/papers 

5. Websites published by a professional or 

academic organization 

1. Wikipedia 

2. TV Shows/Movies 

3. TED Talks (though these can identify people 

who are experts in their field) 

4. Popular books 

5. Documentaries 

 

Confused?   Check out these guides: http://guides.lib.monash.edu/law/academicsources and  

 http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/academic1/research-essays-evaluating-online-sources/   

http://guides.lib.monash.edu/law/academicsources
http://jerz.setonhill.edu/writing/academic1/research-essays-evaluating-online-sources/


Deep Reading Rubric for:__________________________ 

4 

Exceeds expectations 
3 

Meets all requirements with 

very little room for improve-

ment 

2 

Meets some requirements 

but there is area for im-

provement (will need to re-

do) 

1 

Does not meet the require-

ments or requirement is not 

present 

 

Annotations 

 Annotations are copious (there are lots of them) 

 Many annotations are substantive (not just highlighting/symbols or 

simple emotional reactions) 

 Annotations show that the reader is interacting deeply with the text 

and the concepts in the text 

 

 

Lexicon 

 Words/concepts chosen are central to the topic or question 

 Definitions are thorough and understandable, and contextually ap-

propriate 

 List is complete with 5-10 defined words/concepts 
  

 

Thematic Ideas and Evidence 

 Author’s main themes in the article are clearly and correctly 

identified. 

 Supporting arguments to the major themes are clearly identified 

 Evidence in support of major arguments is clearly identified 

 Relationships between different sub-arguments are explained, or 

shown visually 

 Specific textual quotes/passages are used to support identification 

and analysis of themes 

 

 

Intertextuality 

 Paragraphs are organized in a clear, effective manner (such as T, E, 

A, E, A, etc.) 

 Texts and other sources are used to support your argument 

 Specific quotes and concepts from your texts are used in the re-

sponse to your question 

 Paragraphs are proofread carefully for grammar, punctuation, etc. 

 

 

Bibliography 

 Bibliography includes at least 5 sources that you have read 

 Bibliography is correctly formatted using MLA 

 Bibliography entries include all required information 

 

 

 


